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Wishing you all a safe
Holiday & a Merry
Christmas with your family & friends.

CITIZENSHIP AWARD
On Tuesday 15th November the Rotary Club of Kempsey
West presented twenty-one Macleay Valley schools with
Citizenship Awards. Laihla Cox was a deserving recipient
of this award and she received a banner, a gift voucher
and a personalised certificate that included her citation.
The Citizenship Award recognises Laihla as being an outstanding contributor to the College and wider communities
throughout the year. She is generous with her time and skills,
actively supporting all community events through, overcoming
her fears and standing up for things
she believes in.

It was a great night with over
130 people there from the valley
celebrating these young students
achievements.
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River festival
On the 24th September Hospitality students from
College were involved in catering at the Kempsey
Riverside Festival, where they made a variety of
tacos giving customers an option of three different
flavours. All students were well-mannered, did
great and had fun! The day was a success and all
students put in an incredible effort! Well done!
Kate Moulton

WASTE INTO ART
The artistic talents of MVC were on full display at the River festival in September. A Rainbow Serpent, made from
rubber tyre tubes, nylon netting, recycled plastic and old DVDs and CDs, was a major attraction as it floated
proudly on the Macleay River. It was constructed under the supervision of three artists from the Kempsey Council,
including Macleay local Ed Duncan. Many school students
from local schools assisted the artists. This included an MVC
team. Thanks to the efforts of hard-working Austin, Deon,
Shakira and Alex (ably assisted by the creative Kylie) MVC
constructed the head of the floating Serpent. Congratulations on an outstanding effort MVC team! Pat Farley
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Cobrabald Canyon Hike
For Aboriginal Studies/Marine Studies I took
the students on a river trek up into the
Hinterlands at the back of Wauchope. It is a
place that was traditionally used by the
Dunghutti people as they would follow the
Wilson River deep into the heart of the
mountains, using the river for food, water and
traditional medicines. Driving up to the Wild
Bull campsite in Cobrabald I took the students up into Willi Willi national park, a place that is still wild and
untamed and gives the casual day visitor an insight into a time in the past when the land was still part of
Gondwanaland.
Starting at the campsite the students began their trek up the river, my
aim being to take them to all three waterholes located along the river.
The terrain was quite unexpected for the students as they waded, swam
and balanced their way up through the waters, alternatively hopping
and balancing from rock to rock. Much of the terrain was slippery and
covered with river moss and slime but the general terrain was beautiful,
sublime, untouched and untraversed. The first waterhole is the best as it
is deep, great to snorkel through and has some fantastic underwater rock
formations. It is home to a lot of catfish and eels and a true hidden
treasure of the valley.
The trek continued to a halfway point where
we lost half of the group to cold and cramps which forced them to turn back.
The survivors continued on and pushed on to the next two waterholes, going
deeper than the previous two excursions. When time began to press down upon
us we turned around and began the trek back, swimming and wading back along
the natural flow of the river.
When we got back to the campsite we had some lunch and then I drove the
group down to the second campsite one kilometre downriver from the first. The
campsite is named the Bluff and has sweeping granite cliffs and generally
amazing scenery. The kids explored the area for another thirty minutes before
we had to call a close to the day’s adventures.
I hope to do more excursions up to different parts of the Hinterlands to give the students some exposure
to areas they have never seen or experienced before. It is a day well spent. Bradley Maitland
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CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITLY
Bernadette visited College on 15th September to have a talk with year 12 students
about University. She explained that there are a variety ways to gain entry to
University. We went through accommodation options, a range of different
scholarships and the courses were explained. Bernadette gave us a better understanding of life at Uni.
Good stuff. Laihla Cox

National Indigenous Science Education Program
On the 3rd November the National Indigenous Science Education Program
conducted a science fair at MVC. Charles Sturt University organised the program,
and their teachers organised great activities. Some of the activities were Body Painting,
ECG, ( Heart rate, blood pressure), making Slime, making jewellery with UV
beads, and changing the colour of milk . Our students really got involved.
South Kempsey Primary School came to visit later in the day and our student
from VC got to be the teachers!! Our students
were able to instruct and demonstrate to the
primary school students how to perform the
experiments and explain the outcomes to them.
It was a very successful day for MVC, South
Kempsey Primary and Charles Sturt University.
Thanks to all who participated. Nikiti stated at
the end of the day “It was fun teaching young
kids and seeing their interest and excitement.”
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ART EXPRESS EXCURSION
Art Express displays a range of Year 12 Major artworks every year.
On November 4th Year 11 students had an excursion to the Glasshouse
in Port Macquarie to view the Art Express works and models from
2015’s Year 12s’ major works. Year 11 were able to explore many
different styles and techniques for their major works next year. We
finished up with lunch at McDonalds. Overall it was a fantastic day.
Laihla Cox

Year 9 Gurruman Cooking
This semester, Year 9 Gurruman (Numeracy) students, gained knowledge of how to read and follow the
instructions of a recipe, cooking vocabulary, using tools for measuring ingredients as well as working
cooperatively with others and completing a finished dish. So, as part of our cooking experience, we had to
come up with our own restaurant menu that included an entrée, main and a dessert. From our menu, we
each chose a favourite dish that we would like to present and cook each Wednesday 2nd period. Before we
got to cook, we had to each research the recipe, ingredients and the cost of all ingredients with a budget
of $30 each.
Each week our Year 9 Gurruman restaurants has been an
amazing experience and to see each student show such
support to everyone else’s restaurant and to be happy to let
Mark critique their dish has been a highlight this year.
Well done Year 9! Alex Afoa
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SYDNEY STORY FACTORY
During Term 4 the following students participated in the
Sydney Story Factory STATE OF MIND workshops. Cameron
Donnelly, Hannah Painter, Austin Treloar, Brandi Cox,
Jade McClenahan, Lochlan Painter, Dale Hand-Boyd, Lacey
Chapman, Krystal Brown, Dion Wesble, Uncle Barry and
Dontae Russell-Dunn.
As part of the workshops, students wrote a poem about
themselves and stories about their experiences. Sydney
Story Factory facilitators were very impressed with the
students’ engagement and stories they created. These are
going to be published in a booklet.
“A wonderful experience to help learn how to write
stories. The people were nice and I enjoyed it.” - Locky
“They are great helpers who teach you how to write.
We had fun. I think they are doing a great job! “ - Deon

HSC EXAMS – 2016
Our Year 12 students successfully completed their Board of Studies HSC exams at the College, which is a
registered Board of Studies Examination Centre. These exams, in a variety of subjects, were held between
October 13 and November 4. Some of the exams students sat for were English Standard Papers 1 and 2,
General Maths, Aboriginal Studies, Visual Arts, Community & Family Studies, Business Services and
Hospitality.
Up to fourteen students attended the exams during this period, and they were highly commended by the
Board of Studies Supervisor for their diligence in writing so extensively in each exam and behaving in an
excellent manner.
The whole College wishes this wonderful group of students all the best for their exam results and in any
further study or work they may become involved in in the future. GOOD LUCK to Kyisha, Jacob, Fred,
Aleena, Mariah, Laihla, Kakare, Cody, Tyla, Garry, Tiahla, Henry and Ethan. Carol Latch
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QUEENWOOD VISIT
Queenwood School, Sydney, visited VC in October,
arriving on our end of term BBQ day where they met
the Kempsey community, students and staff. The
College was very welcoming and enjoyed having them
here. We took the Queenwood girls and two staff
members for a bus ride around town and then they
returned to College that afternoon to play some basketball with a few of the littlies from town. The following
day Queenwood and students from College came together having a chat, creating some great paintings and
having fun enjoying each other’s company. Queenwood girls
were involved in the Dunghutti language group and connected
with every person they met during their time here. Later that
evening Emily and myself went to dinner in South West Rocks
and spent some time with the girls exchanging facts about
ourselves and got along really well, having a blast! We really enjoyed Queenwood’s visit to College! Laihla

On Thursday 30th November six of our Year 11 & 12 students visited
Queenwood in Mosman on the harbour. Mark and the six girls,
Laihla, Nikita, Kesia, Amber, Jaala and Renninya had lunch there
then spent time with the girls in the classrooms. On the way home
that evening they went shopping at Chatswood Westfield. It was
great time and they got home well after midnight.
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TERM 3 BBQ

Come and join us in our
end of Term BBQ
celebrations.
You can share in what the
students do here at VC ,
have lunch, listen to
music being played by
some of the students and
sharing stories and
laughs.
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CHARITY WALK
On the 25th of November the College conducted a charity walk to raise funds on
behalf of Ronald McDonald House. This was the third year in a row that we
have conducted the walk which began at Smoky Cape Camp Ground and
continued south along Lighthouse Beach all the way along to Hat Head.
As is the standard practice, participants walked 17km down the beach, the
length of the walk a test of endurance and determination. The objectives of the charity walk were to;
-Continue the yearly tradition of the walk
-Raise community morale
-Raise the College community profile
-Break down barriers within the community
-Establish good role models for our student community and the next
generation of leaders
-Involve other community organizations such as PCYC, local political
reps, Indigenous organizations, Juvenile Justice etc.
As always it was a great walk which brought out the best in human
nature in both staff and students with many people having a really
good try at completing the walk.
Brad Maitland
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DEBUTANTE BALL
On Thursday 17th November Macleay Vocational College
held their Debutante Ball at Macleay Sports and Bowling
Club.
There were 6 Debutantes this year all looking amazing in
their Debutante dresses. This year four young girls from
Trendz Beauty and Training from Port Macquarie came to
the College and did the girls hair and make up. The boys
looked very smart in their all black shirts, pants and silver
ties. The formalities were done fairly quickly and then the dancing, laughter and mingling started. The
room was set up beautifully with fairy lights in the chosen colours of purple and silver and the students
were all so happy and thought the night was gorgeous! Definitely stunning!

