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AUSTRALIAN POETRY SLAM
On the 18th September 2015, Ronald Vale competed at
the Australian Poetry Slam held at Kempsey Town
Library. Each contestant had 2 minutes to perform a
piece of poetry or rhyming lyric. Hosted by 2014 Poetry
Slam winner, Zohab Khan, the event was a rousing
success for the Macleay Valley. An enthusiastic
audience was in attendance, and from this gathering 5
judges were chosen at random. Each judge had to give
every contestant a score from 1-10. Then each
performer was drawn from a hat which added to the
suspense and nerves building in all competitors.
It was a battle of nerves, humour and talent as 14 of the
districts best poets gave the audience their dynamic
performances. Ronald showed courage and poetic
rhythm in his excellent delivery of his creative lyrics in
front of the appreciative audience. His performance,
at the end of the first half, was greeted with loud applause and congratulations by all who were there.
Ronald’s poem was strong and the judges scored him
highly.

In the second half of the competition, the brilliance of the poets
continued to shine and many high scores were awarded by the
judges. The competition overall was fantastic and at the end of the
evening the award winners were announced. Ronald proudly came
forward to receive his “People’s Choice” awarded for winning the
best poetry performance as judged by all the audience.
Congratulations Ronald who represented the College with skill,
determination and composure. Well done Ronald.

Zohab Khan
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Year 9
At the end of Term 3 Year 9 celebrated by going to South West Rocks and
going for a swim at the beautiful Mermaid Pools. This is always a popular day
out in warm weather. The Mermaid Pools consist of a series of rock pools
where small fish can be spotted in the clear waters. The more adventurous can
swim across to a small rocky outcrop where they can jump into the cool clear
water safely.
D

Out
In Term 3 they went for a walk to Main Beach at South West Rocks with Brad Maitland as part of their
History course. They viewed the remains of a ship wreck, one of many that litter our
country’s coastline.
Some of the Year 9 students also participated in a First Aide Course. Brendan Brown was
one of the students to complete the course and receive a free first aid kit. Well done
Brendan for showing determination and leadership.

END OF TERM 3 EXCURSION
The end of Term 3 excursion was a visit to the trampoline park at Port Macquarie called
“Flip Out” followed by a 3D movie called “Pixel” at Majestic Cinema. It was a great day
out for all who attended. Suzanne Gibb
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MIDCOAST LEGAL VISITS MVC
On Wednesday 12th August 2015, our Year 11 and Year 12 students attended an informative talk and
discussion with Eugene from Mid Coast Legal, Port Macquarie.
Many topics were covered about citizens’ rights and the Law. Our students raised some topical
questions and gave their own antedotes based on their experiences with the police and solicitors in
Kempsey. The discussion was lively and informative and many students were involved in the topics
covered.
Examples of students’ questions were:
 Strip searches – what are my rights? No, you do not have to comply. You can say ‘no’.
 Wrongly accused of a crime and jailed – can I get compensation? Yes, apply through a solicitor or Legal
Aid.
 What are my rights if I am stopped and interrogated in the street? You do not have to answer any
questions.

Defence FORCE RECRUITING
Two representatives from the Australian Defence

Force came and visited the college to present a
careers seminar. The presentation was well received by the Year 11 & 12 students at college that
day, with
many of them
voicing a
desire and interest to learn more and consider a
career in the defence force. The presenters took
the time to explain all the various careers, training and roles available to them should they
decide to try and enlist. Many of the students were also interested in Indigenous entry into the forces, a
choice which would guarantee them a fantastic career for the future should they have the courage to
decide to enlist.
There were positions available in business and
administration, education, logistics, intelligence
analysis, ground crew, combat operations, medical and
mechanical fields. The presenters were very open to
answering the questions of the students and explaining
to them what was involved in working in each field within the ranks of the Australian Defence Force. Many of the
students were also quietly awed when the
recruiters spoke about the fitness requirements and the
initial 80 day basic training at Kapooka. Hopefully the visit to the college by the ADF will stimulate some
of our young people to aim high and enlist. Brad Maitland
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VISUAL ARTS & VISUAL DESIGN
Wow what a fantastic term. The artroom has had many talented and keen students through the door.
Most students are working well and enjoying their artmaking.
Year 11 students have made a good effort on their focus artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat. Not only have they
learnt about his life and artistic practice, but also they have created a skull design inspired by his street art
style. Congratulations to all Year 11 students who have made a genuine and consistent effort to complete
all practical tasks and sit their yearly exam for Visual Arts.
Year 12 also deserve congratulations for completing their HSC course of study for Visual Design.
In semester one, the highlight was the impressive artworks based on a focus artist of their own choice.
From there appropriated images a symbolic word was incorporated to finish their designs.

To conclude the year the HSC class looked at organic and geometric microcosms inspired by the work of
Bronwyn Bancroft. They created incredible patterns inspired by nature and then adapted these designs to
create some sensational print making. Pat Farley

The artroom is filled with joy, laughter and music.
Surrounded by your classmates it’s time to relax, expand your
knowledge and skills, then use your imagination and creativity to
produce exciting artworks.
Emily Hill, Year 12
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YEAR 9 VISUAL ARTS
Year 9 have grown in number, confidence and technical ability. During the term the
students have had the opportunity to be involved in art competitions as well
completing course studies. Not only have year 9 applied themselves to their
“Freshwater to Saltwater” art unit, but they had a great win in a local sculpture
competition.

Initially the students had to create a large detailed drawing of an Australian fish
species. This they then expanded into paint, ink and mix media experiments. These aquatic ideas were then
transferred into the “Fish Tank” sculpture. This was entered into the “Sculpture in the Gaol “at Trial Bay
which ran from August to September. This 3D artwork not only caught the eye of the viewing audience but
also contained a strong environmental message. (See below) “Fish Tank” was the winner of the Secondary
School section of the competition as judged by “People’s Choice”.
Sculpture Statement:
The population of saltwater and freshwater fish are under increasing pressure due to
increasing human consumption.
In the next 100 years the number of people on planet earth may double or triple. Some
species of fish may be pushed to the edge of extinction due to over fishing.
One solution to the problem may be the farming of fish in huge tanks. This is already
being trialled with tuna and barramundi. Perhaps this will work with other fish species as
well. This artwork represents this idea.

Special thanks to those students who worked on the project: Ellis, Haidi, Shaya, Cecil, Ieasha, Will P, Jayden
and Ivan. A big thank you to the help of Von, John, Bubby ,Bruce, Cristine, Leeton, Zoe and Emily.
Pat Farley
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Ngarra! Guuya! Buwara!
Every Tuesday afternoon Aunty Esther has been
sharing the language and culture to a group of
people from the broader community. They have
been learning the Dhanggati language and
learning how to help others learn the language.
The group has also been learning the art of
storytelling and Aunty Esther recently showed off
a number of beautifully illustrated childrens books that are ready to be published.
Last week of term was a celebration for these hard working learners as well as an opportunity to showcase
their teaching skills. Each participant presented their own lesson and then everyone enjoyed a shared
afternoon tea with home cooked cakes and snacks.
The language group will continue to meet on
Tuesday afternoons for lots of laughs, stories
and learning. More community members are
welcome.

Guuyata Dhanggati!
This term Year 9 have been learning Dhanggati
with Aunty Esther every Tuesday morning. They have learnt to introduce themselves and to greet people.
Now they are learning animal names and that gives them the opportunity to play various learning games.
Everyone was a bit concerned when Aunty Esther announced that they would be playing Strip Bingo but
they were relieved to find that the only stripping involved tearing paper into strips. Laynhi and Shaya are
usually the bingo champions and Ellis flies through all the class activities because he is so keen to learn
the language of his family. Karen Lambley

Community & Family Studies (CAFS)
Congratulations to the four Year 12 students, David, Georgina, Nat and George. They have completed their
HSC studies and show a strong understanding of the importance of family and community to the
development of an individual.
Congratulations also to the Year 11 students who now move into their
final year of schooling. This class has a number of very committed
students who are often asking how they can improve their marks. Monika
and I are looking forward to working with these keen students as they
begin their Independent Research Project next term. We’re sure they will
produce some interesting and thorough investigations into local

community issues.

Karen Lambley
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YEAR 10

JEWELLERY

The Year 10 group have been
working solidly over Term 3.
They have been settling into a
routine and working hard
when in class. In the last 2
weeks of school we saw a
number of students attend to
complete their yearly exams to
achieve their best possible
results. Congratulations to all
students who have attended
the College consistently and made a genuine effort
in their school work.

It has been another great term
for jewellery. Mariah is working
well and has started her Industry Study Task for the
HSC, on Argentium Silver. Next term Mariah will
start making some bangles. Amber, Hannah, and
Renninya have started work on their silver rings.
Ethan will also be joining us next term.

END OF TERM EXCURSION
Year 10 spent the day in Coffs
Harbour at the Big Banana for
their end of term excursion. The
students, Aides and Teachers all
had an enjoyable day playing
Laser Tag, Mini Golf and riding
the Toboggans. The weather was
beautiful, and the company
enjoyable. It was a great way to
end a busy term at College.
Megan Nicholls

GEOGRAPHY
Years 9 and 10 have started on
the new syllabus. Year 9 are looking at CHANGING
PLACES, that includes the causes and consequences
of urbanization in Asia. Videos of catching trains in
peak hour in China and Japan had the class most
amused as did the size of a house in Tokyo.
Year 10 are looking at HUMAN WELLBEING. They are
working on Powerpoint regarding what makes them
happy. There is good variety in the students reasons
for wellbeing, from friends and family, to going
pigging with the boys! (a year 10 girl). Got to love the
bush kids!. The new syllabus provides a different and
interesting focus for the students. Richard Hopkins

We have sold some items at the markets this term
and now have a pistol grip dremel bought from our
market money. We now have a full set of tools and a
professional bench. Richard Hopkins

PDHPE
Again Term 3 has been actioned packed and full of various
sports. Although basketball and kick tennis still get a
popular run, volleyball has been the flavour of the month
of late. With large numbers turning up to sport it’s great to
see everyone involved and enjoying running around being
healthy.
Many of the classes have had a focus on fitness testing.
This evaluates their own
abilities and skills. We have
seen some amazing results
which show how the
students here at college
have some great athletic
skills. Some of the tests
include: 40m sprint, wall sit,
beep test, reaction time and
leg power.
The weather is warming up now so the students will be
looking forward to getting into the pool for term 4 and
hopefully making the most of the good weather that will
come in the Spring and Summer months. Joel McCafferty
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YEARLY EXAMS

Stitchin not Bitchin

In Term 3 the final exams were held for all students
in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Our little knitting group has started small but slowly
it is growing like our yarn graffiti fence in the
school. Our group is
welcome to anyone who
wants to learn how to
knit, crochet or just come
to have a yarn. Come and
add your mark on our
colourful fence, every
Thursday lunchtime!

In mid-August the HSC
Trial Exams were held
in all subjects studied at
the College. This is the
last step in the students
gaining their schoolbased qualification,
which accounts for 50% of the HSC. The remaining
50% comes from the Board of Studies exams which
will be held at the college, a registered Board of
Studies exam centre, in October and November. The
Year 12 students will return to school on the
specific days of their exams.
As well, Years 10 and 11 completed their final
exams in all subjects in September, and most will go
on to Years 11 and 12 respectively if they made a
“fair and reasonable effort” in more than 50% of the
year’s assessments. Catch-up exams were held
during the week following the exams for those who
could not attend at the time.
I congratulate the
students who attended
the exams on their
behaviour and serious
efforts they made to
succeed.
Carol Latch

Year 9 Haiku
(Japanese poetry form)
Shark Attack!!
Surfing the barrels
Vicious, fatal shark attack
Blood, screaming, horror!

MONIKA’S CLASSES
our Year 10 girls History class we have been
covering Human Rights from World War Two and
Civil rights both overseas and here in Australia. We
have explored the various human rights movements
paying special attention to aboriginal activism and
the women’s movement. Keep up the good work
girls!
In

Firstly welcome to all our new students, in Year 9
Maths. Everyone is settling in really well and
completing some great work in class. We’ve been
attacking the world of geometry through different
activities such as art, cut outs, videos and cooking
this term.
The Year 10 boys Literacy have been exploring how
the human brain develops and the effects of
learning something new has on our brain, as well as
current affairs issues regarding the aboriginal
community. Thanks for your efforts guys!
Monika Papril
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PCYC – Opening Doors
The RTO has also been working closely with Casey
Costigan at PCYC to develop the Opening Doors
youth project which is anticipated to commence in
October. We are excited about this project which
will assist the youth gain real hands on work skills
while completing accredited training. Barry Vale
will be working on this project with the youth, he
has a lot of experience in landscaping and
structures and is keen to share is knowledge and
skills with the young ones. Course participants will
also gain a Safe Food Handling Certificate, as well as
learning: Erect Timber Structures & Features, and
Implement Revegetation Works, while building a
retaining wall with seating as just one of the
projects of the course. Talk to Mark, Casey, Barry or
Sue for details.
Sue Seager
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Barista and Hospitality
We’ve been very busy in the RTO this term!
Nine students have been steadily working with our
trainer Kate Moulton, towards achieving their
Certificate II in Hospitality. Thanks to the generous
support from YPSpace MNC we have commenced
Barista training at MVC! YPS have taken over “That
Place Café” in West Kempsey and generously
donated their coffee machine to the RTO. Huge
thanks to YPS and “That Place Café”. MVWLC Inc.
is their RTO training
provider of choice, and
we have commenced
three traineeships there

ENGLISH

in Cert II and III

The highlight this term was the graduation of eleven
Year 12 students, who have now completed their
school-based studies, and a few others who have
passed English Standard but will complete their
HSC via Pathways next year.

Hospitality!

I congratulate all the Year 12 students, and offer
special mention to the following students on their
places in the class. They will complete their Board of
Studies exams in October, and will be placed in the
ranking as follows:

school holidays running Barista training for the

st

1 place: Emily Hill
2nd place: Siobhan Krywenko
3rd place: Tiara McKenzie
We wish them well in the final exams, and also
congratulate those Year 11 students who will move
on to Year 12 next term. Carol Latch

We are looking at running a ‘pop up café’ in the

Ginda Barri Program, girls and interested students
from MVC, as well as any community members who
would like to learn basic barista or just pop in for a
coffee. One of the suggested names is “Holiday In
Café’, what do you think? Anyone have suggestions
for a name? Sue Seager
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Naangu Dhalayikurr Ginda
Barri Project for Girls
In August we welcomed Leesa
Slocombe to our team. Leesa is
the Support Worker for our
Naangu Dhalayikurr Ginda
Barri Program. The “Ginda
Barri” Program is for pregnant
and young mums who have
dropped out of school or are
struggling to attend.

We will assist the young women to work their way
towards completing their Year 12, gain some work
related qualifications and also give them the
opportunity to build their parenting skills ready for
the big job ahead! Motherhood! Also our ‘babies’
are ready to work, see little Maddison is in her
carrier with her ducky waiting to go home with you
for a sleep over.

The Elders Sewing Group continues at MVC on
Mondays and we are planning to link them up with
the NDGB project. The elder women will pass on
skills they have learnt and assist the girls make a
special item for their baby, such as baby blankets,
keepsake boxes, cushions, bibs, coveralls, linen etc.

Pop in to the RTO office and see Sue (or Leesa on
Wednesdays and Thursdays) if you would like to
know more.
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Industry Partners
AES: We have commenced two school based
trainees with the AES (Aboriginal Employment
Strategy) doing Certificate 2 in Business, and a third
trainee is shortly to commence. Students are
undertaking one day a week paid employment with a
business (ANZ and Community Housing) while
continuing their Year 12 studies. A school based
traineeship (SBT) is a fantastic opportunity to gain
real work skills and experience, accredited training
and a work related reference for future employment.
It puts you one jump ahead of all the other Year 12
graduates seeking to enter the workforce!

NSW National Parks &
Wildlife Service:
In June the RTO ran a second session for National
Parks & Wildlife Services at Stuarts Point. 15
members of the Stuarts Point and related
communities undertook training to gain Statement
of Attainment: Recognise Aboriginal Cultural Sites
Skill Set (AHCSS00012), with around 10 participants
keen to continue to gain full Certificate III in
Aboriginal-sites Work qualification!

MACLEAY VOCATIONAL COLLEGE

Term 3, 2015

Kempsey Revitalisation Project
Kempsey Revitalisation Project is about speaking up for the
community. Students with a passion for our community
were given a chance to speak about some of the reasons
they like living in the Macleay Valley. Six students took the
opportunity; Mariah Clarke, Ronald Vale, Garry ‘Rocky’
Russell-Dunn, George Dungay, Nat Button and Siobhan
Kyrwenko.
Each person was asked to think about the gifts of the
Valley and then some of their wishes for the future of the
town and its young people. They all shared some wonderful attributes of the Macleay from their experiences;
a generous, caring community who support each other in times of need. Other aspects they shared were
the fantastic places to go and things to do including: great beaches, scenic up river, fishing, diving, surfing,
cultural & historical sites, quiet spaces, lots of sports and friendly people.
The video interview was scheduled for tabling in
Parliament House in Canberra about life on the Macleay and
things that we need for the future. The points for
future looked at housing problems, solving the drug
problems in Valley, work opportunities for the young who
stay here, and some better transport options for South
Kempsey.
Personally I was very inspired by these courageous young
people who wanted to share their stories and look to be the leaders for our community’s future.
Congratulations, the video presentation will be in late October we think. More to come about that when I
know exact details. Mark Morrison

YEAR 11
This term, Years 11E and 11P have been working hard to complete their studies in
order to progress to Year 12 in Term 4. Mark will be looking closely at students’
performances in Year 11 before deciding on who will move up a year. In English,
11E studied Standard English and 11P studied English Studies. Students will stay in
these classes for Year 12.
The Year 11 end of term excursion was held on Wednesday 16th September. We travelled to Port Macquarie
where we all had a picnic lunch at Shelley Beach, with only one student braving the water for a swim.
Afterwards we enjoyed the film “Pixels 3D” at the Port Cinema. I’m sure everyone joins me in wishing the
students who move on to Year 12 all the best in their HSC 2016. Carol Latch. Year 11 Co-ordinator
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Year 12 VISUAL ARTS

Year 11 VACC

Term 3 was a busy term for the Year 12 students.
They were concentrating on finalising their Major
Works for the HSC. I was impressed with the way the
group came together and finished their projects. The
class became a very active studio environment with
positive comments and support between peers.

The Visual Arts and
Contemporary Craft
group have been looking
at the techniques of the
“Pop Artists” with the
industrial methods of
projection tracing and
screen printing and
computer imagery.
Students have been able
to develop their own
works and look at T-Shirt
Design. Next term they
will be printing their
work.

Nathanael worked on a
stunning landscape.
Georgina worked on some
colourful animals and
patterns. Reece completed a
well-designed tribal totems
piece. John painted a
graphic style image of
Stephen Curry. Emily
painted a 3 piece portrait
work titled “Dreams, Belief
and Strength”. Siobhan used
her expressive way of working to create some cool
portraits. Tiara created an awesome family inspired
work. David painted a scene from Bellbrook. Ronald
concentrated on a expressive self-portrait.
Well done Year 12! Congratulations on successfully
completing your work. Megan Nicholls

Year 10
Year 10 Visual Art classes have been looking at the
work of Bronwyn Bancroft. Examining patterns and
layers, they have painted some successful pieces
that they should be proud of. They have also been
looking at practice and the way artworks are
developed using different methods.

Year 9
The Screen Printing group have also been looking at
the industrial techniques of the “Pop Artists”.
Introducing colour into their celebrity portraits,
they will learn the techniques of multi layered
screen prints. Well done to year 9! You have been
creating some strong images in class.
Megan Nicholls

THE ART ROOM
Year 11
Year 11 Visual Arts have been concentrating on
Basquiat, the ideas of the Renaissance and Practice.
Students worked through a number of tasks to build
their portfolio. These tasks included perspective
drawing, spray painting, stencilling, graffiti style art,
and floor works. The program has been very fun and
experimental. Students have learned new
techniques to develop their own practice.
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YEAR 12 GRADUATION
Family and friends of our 11 graduates
gathered together to celebrate the
achievement of these resilient young
adults in completing their HSC year.
Beautifully dressed young ladies and
sharp looking lads were the order of
the night. Everyone looked fantastic
on such an important night of the
College year.
Our graduates were: Nathanael Button, Harley Ewan, Monique Smith, Georgina Cohen-Campbell, Reece
Cochrane, Emily Hill, Tiara McKenzie, David Toby-Griffin, Siobhan Krykenko, Malik O’Reilly and John Dunn
Smith. The whole college community is so proud of these individuals and the changes they have made in
their own lives and the positive influence they are to the young people around them. Completing their
studies shows everyone in their families and community that they can do it too.
Special mentions on the night include Nat Button saying the Acknowledgement to
Country and Emily’s captains address. Reece also spoke well on the night about his
time at college. I has been my privilege to work with these students over many years
as their year adviser and they will be missed. I wish them health, happiness and
creative productive futures as they enter life beyond school.
Kirsty Napper
Year 12 Co-ordinator

“It was a classy night. A fitting finale to mark the
end of the students school journey.” Pat Farley

