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WOODWORK
On Monday mornings Bruce Crawford
still holds Woodwork classes for any
keen students from Year 9 and 10 who
wish to give it go.
Some great little projects are being
created by our boys and girls. Coffee
tables, book shelves, and the latest
edition is making unique bowls from a
camphor laurel tree that Bruce saws
up for them.
“Its fun ,
very active
and you get
to learn how
to measure
objects and
use that skill
in life.” Alfie
Dixon”

“I use my bowl at home “
Jayden Millard
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YEAR 11, TERM 2 ACTIVITES
The mighty Year 11’s finished the term with a great
excursion to Port Macquarie. Eight students and
three staff had a fun day out starting with a 45
minute high speed boat trip on the river and ocean,
riding waves and whizzing around rocky outcrops,
and through the choppy bar. The ride was exciting,
and was called “Ocean Blast”. Some students got to
ride in the front seat on the bow of the boat, which
gave them a great view of the waves and coastline
of Port Macquarie.
An interesting and frightening talk was given in a
Drug and Alcohol discussion, where Steve Jeffrey, a
local Police Officer, showed slides of the
deterioration of ice addicts and spoke about the
damage done to so many local people and their
families by drugs and alcohol. Our Vice Captain,
Reece Cochrane, read out the following poem
written by an ice addict. Carol Latch, Year 11 Adviser

“I am Crystal Meth”

A group of Year 11 students went with Ms Latch,
Aunty Bubby and Warren to a Careers Expo at Port
Macquarie Racecourse. There were many exhibits
and the students had a great time getting samples,
information and posing for photos of them in the
Uni graduation gown.
Some Year 11’s have benefitted greatly from Brad’s
Marine Studies activities and excursions. Some of
these include a trip to Bellbrook to practice diving,
snorkelling and swimming in the river. As well this,
they completed their First Aid Certificate and Scuba
Diving qualifications, experiencing a new world
underwater at South West Rocks.

A stanza from the poem only, a copy of the full
poem is in the front office
“Just try me once and I might let you go,
But try me twice, and I’ll own your soul.
When I possess you, you’ll steal and you’ll lie,
You do what you have to -- just to get high
The crimes you commit for my narcotic charms
Will be worth the pleasure you’ll feel in your arms
(your lungs and your nose)
You’ll lie to your mother; you’ll steal from your dad
When you see their tears, you should feel sad
But you’ll forget your morals and how you were
raised, I’ll be your conscience, I’ll teach you
my ways
I take kids from parents, and parents from
kids, I turn people from God , and separate
friends.
I’ll take everything from you, your looks and
your pride, I’ll be with you always — right by
your side.
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Year 9 Big Banana Day Out
On Tuesday 23rd June Year 9 travelled up to Coffs Harbour to the Big
Banana for their end-of-term activity day. Activities at the Big Banana
included Putt Putt Golf, the Toboggan Ride and Laser Tag. There was
also a visit to the lolly making shop and finally for a couple of brave
souls a bit of ice-skating. Suzanne Gibb, Yr. 9 Co-ordinator

“We had a fun day, I came first in Laser Tag. You should
of seen our jaws drop when we saw all the candy!
Then we got to buy it for half price. BONUS!!
Thanks Suzanne for organising the day.” Jayden Millard

READY MOB
Ready Mob came to MVC on the 23rd June 2015 for a “Tackling Smoking
and Healthy Lifestyle” workshop to raise awareness of the health impacts
of tobacco smoking and chronic disease in Indigenous Communities. The
team actively promoted positive lifestyle changes and delivered an
informative presentation that educated students and staff about strategies
for quitting smoking and encouraging healthy food and lifestyles.
Local presenters from Ready Mob included Aaron Ralph, Bernard Edwards,
Tyson Morris, Ricky Morris and Malika Moylan. We would like to say a big thanks to the
Ready Mob Group for coming to the College as we learnt so much about
“ We learnt to make yoghurt
community health.
and banana smoothies. They
tasted great and they are easy
to make for a healthy snack.”
Reece Cochrane

“The Ready Mob were great with useful information to know for students and staff.
The MVC students were excellent. They listened carefully, were attentive and got involved in the activities. Since the presentation I have been motivated to cut back on
cigarettes by using the strategies they suggested. Firstly nicotine patches and secondly
nicotine spray. It is important for students to act now so their health remains good into the future”. Leeton Smith, Teachers Aide
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The Hospitality, Tourism and Events Showcase Port
Macquarie Tafe
Year 10 Students were invited to participate in the
Hospitality, Tourism and Events Showcase at Port
Macquarie TAFE. The students were involved in a
number of activities over the day, exciting them to
possibly look at careers in the area. We arrived at the
TAFE ready to learn, sitting in on a lecture regarding
Workplacement and the specific Do’s and Don’ts.
After morning tea, we went to the campus “Bar” and made mocktails. Followed
by a session in the kitchen making Profiteroles. Yum! The most inspiring part of
the day was in attending the “Considering Disabilities” session. The students
listed and learnt what it would be like to work with a vision impairment.
Over the day all students were well behaved and this was
commented on by the organisers. Well done Year 10! It was an
excellent day. Megan Nicholls ,Year 10 Co-ordinator

DURRI STREET ART PROJECT
During the holidays a group of talented art students from MVC were involved
in a creative community project. These artistic students included Shaya
Bowden-Donovan, Kakare Hohora, Alfred Dixon, Ieasha Silva and Brody
Kliendienst. Working with renowned Graffiti Artist Ash Johnston from Coffs Harbour, they collaborated to
create a colourful and exciting street art mural on a wall in the Durri carpark in downtown Kempsey. The
mural promotes a serious message about HIV infection to increase community awareness.
Stacey Donovan from Durri said; “The kids that worked on the mural were great, they didn’t even want to
stop and have something to eat, they wanted to work straight through.”
For more information about HIV and sexual transmitted diseases you can visit
www.playsafe.heath.nsw.gov.au
Read more about this in the Macleay Argus article.
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Jewellery
It has been an
interesting term with the
students working hard
to make jewellery for
our market stall at
Kempsey Riverside
Markets on the first
Saturday of the month.
Mariah Clarke has begun her HSC
program specialising in
Argentium Silver, the world’s
finest silver for making jewellery.
She has made
good progress
and is honing
her skills. Next
term we will
have other students begin silver
smithing and we will have more
silver jewellery made up for the
markets.

EXAMS
The Year 9 and 11 Half-Yearly Exams were held
from the 22nd May through to the 29th May. These
were important exams for the students to test their
knowledge in their chosen subjects, as well as give
the teachers an insight into student strengths &
weaknesses as the year moves forward.
Student attendance at the exams was impressive, &
their effort & attitude in the exam room was
commendable. Well done to all students who
made a genuine effort in their exams.
Special thanks to all
students who made the
time to catch-up on any
exams that they were not
able to attend on the
set days.

Geography

It has been an interesting term for both Years 9 and
10 with the new draft syllabus. The focus being on
human interaction with ecosystems. Year 10 have
begun looking at the human effects on the planet
and how various groups of humans view the planet, Also, big thankyou to: all
and how they regard it as a resource or living
Teachers for setting
organism.
interesting & challenging
exams, to the Teaching Aides for their assistance in
Year 9 are beginning to look at where humans
the exam rooms, & to Warren
source food from and how food production
Smith for picking-up students &
impacts on the environment. It is not always a
dropping them home after their
positive outlook, particularly the aspects of sea food exams. Students received their
reports at the end of Term BBQ.
production, but there are many positives as well,
such as in agriculture and alternative energy.
Richard Hopkins
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Year 11 Art and VISUAL ARTS CRAFT & DESIGN
Year 11 finished some solid Picasso “Guernica”
appropriations and have started on their new unit
involving the artist Basquait, and the Renaissance.
The Year 11 class have been delightful to teach. They
all worked well in the exam period. With a continued
positive approach to their art they will do well in
their HSC year. Well done!

Year 12
It is that time of the year again when Year 12 are required to complete their Body of Work. Most students
have a well developed direction for their work and will complete a solid collection of works. Let’s get
moving and work hard for the last few weeks.

THE ART ROOM—SCREEN
PRINTING YEAR 9
Year 9 have been working on their Screen
Printing Designs. They have all been learning the
entire procedures in the Trade Training Centre,
starting from emulsion screens, to removing the
stencils. They have printed well and are slowly
working up to having quality portfolios. The
individual and the Community program allowed
for light hearted creativity in their designs, all students drawing the images they found interesting.
Well done!

Year 10 Photographic and Digital Media
The boys have been working with iPad in developing a Stop Motion Animation. Alfred Dixon has been the
most successful student creating a short film “Alfred Vs Megan” the cartoon characters are in a battle that
comes to a sudden and unpredictable ending. Excellent work.

The Year 10 Art Class
Students in Year 10 Art have been working on
Portraits this term, which will carry on into
Term 3. The students are getting excellent
results, projecting, drawing and painting their
images.
Megan Nicholls
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LIGHTHOUSE TO GAP BEACH WALK—years 9 & 10
I took Year 9 & 10 on a day long walk from the lighthouse at South
West Rocks down to Gap Beach. The walk took us through beautiful
pristine coastal bushland and across splendid rock formations and hard
to access beach environments. The vista of Green Island and Fish Rock
and the Lighthouse all in one, seen from the end of the Green Island Fire
trail was a truly worthwhile sight.
One of the highlights was the leaving of the track to trek through the
bush. This decision took us to a little known beach named
Whalebone Beach that contains the remains of a long dead whale.
The students managed to find a few large pieces of vertebrae
littering the beach. Overall it was good to see the kids try and make
a connection back to the natural world if only for a day.
Brad Maitland

Alfred Dixon was enthusiastic about the walk,…”It was heaps
of fun, but some of the hills were very steep. I had to help
some of the teachers as they were not as fit as the
students! Haa ! We found a whale bone and a dead kangaroo,
but we had to be careful of the leeches. The swim in the
middle of the day was awesome. Brody even caught a fish!”
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YOUNG MUM’S HEALTH AND WELLBEING PROGRAM
THANK YOU and WOW! What an amazing sight to have nine young mums here
on-site with their children, sharing stories of their pregnancy and motherhood,
and laughing and learning from each other. One highlight for me was a couple of
young dads serving their partners after cooking the meals on the College deck.
Well done gentlemen. This program was delivered over an 8 week period and
provided health education, resources and support to enable positive lifestyle
choices. As well as raising awareness and change through its focus on good
nutrition, cooking and talks with other similar young mums and dads.
Furthermore, they learnt about local service providers, family hygiene, what is
happening in family dynamics, and how does my child grow. The physical
activity sessions utilised gentle exercises, based on yoga and stretching to reduce
stress and assist with flexibility and mobility.
This is a partnership program and was supported by staff from NCAHS, Tori Fuller
(from Aboriginal Health), Megan Dunbar (from Kempsey Family Support Services),
Suzanne Parsons, Karen Hall and Teresa Flint (from Schools as Community
Centres), and Macleay Vocational College.
Thank you so very much to these dedicated
and passionate ladies for their efforts and
wisdom. Mark Morrison
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Bellbrook excursion
Year 11 Aboriginal Studies went upriver for a snorkelling/swimming/hunting trip that was aimed at giving
the students a day out to
reconnect back to the roots
of the valley and for some,
to gain an appreciation of
just how hard and how
much effort it took to live
off the land in traditional
times.
The Macleay river is a
healthy freshwater system
that houses an abundant
array of food for a
traditional lifestyle including
turtle, catfish, eels, mullet,
perch, freshwater prawns, bull sharks and freshwater mussels. Turtles and eels were abundant on the day,
with mullet, perch and catfish proving more elusive. After seeing the amount of food on offer it was plain to
see how rich the Dunghutti Lands were and are, and how such large amounts of food could have sustained
wandering population bands for extended periods of time. Even without the benefit of a lifetime of
traditional knowledge being passed down to many of the non-Indigenous students, it was plain for all to see
how the land provided for the first inhabitants and further, how we now as a nation have a job to do in
looking after the land and its resources.
Freshwater mussels were an important source of food for Indigenous Australians. Middens containing large
numbers of mussel shells are widespread alongside rivers and lakes throughout Australia, with Aboriginal
peoples also using mussel shells as tools.
Witnessing some of the massive shells of freshwater mussels lying on the bottom of the river and anchored
behind boulders and stones, I also came to realise from a Marine Studies point of view, just how healthy the
Macleay River system is. Freshwater mussels are important indicators of stream health as they are
vulnerable to frequent habitat disturbance and are sensitive to pollution. They are also natural bio filters
processing large volumes of water, thereby removing large quantities of nutrients, algae, bacteria and
organic detritus. Excessive nutrient concentrations can reduce water quality and contribute to nuisance algal
blooms. Because they are long-lived (10–40 years) and may occur in large numbers, they can lock up
significant amounts of nutrients for many years. Mussel waste products are food for other animals and they,
in turn, are food for water rats and platypus. Witnessing
the size and distribution of some of the mussel beds in a
stretch of river a mere kilometre long gave the Marine
Studies students an indication of just how healthy the
river system is.
From both a Marine Studies and an Aboriginal Studies
point of view the day was well spent and I hope to give
the kids further opportunities to experience similar
things. In the middle of winter :)
Brad Maitland
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Year 12 end of term
activity day
Year 12 went to Port Macquarie Wave
Bowling followed by a smorgasbord at
Port City Bowling Club.

ANZAC DAY—100th YEAR commemoration
of the anzac landing in 1915
College Captain Emily Hill commented afterwards…. “Anzac Day
was amazing and it went really well. There was an enormous
crowd and I felt nervous at first. I was very happy to get
through my reading. I was proud of myself as I did not make
any mistakes. I would like to thank all of my teachers, friends and family who encouraged
me, and helped me practice my public speaking so as to make my speech a success”.
ANZAC Day is our chance to pay tribute and say “thank you” to all the men and women who have fought,
and the many who have died in defence of our country.
2015 marked 100 years since Australian and New Zealand troops landed in Turkey during World War I.
Australia followed Britain into a war that changed the
world and forged our national identity. For Australians
the war saw the birth of the Anzac spirit. The students
from MVC marched to remember the sacrifices of those
who served in all wars and for us to never forget.
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BBQ DAY
BBQ day for the end of Term 2 was a great success.
It was a culmination of 6 months of hard work and
determination from students and staff. On a fine
winters day students, staff, family and care-givers
enjoyed good food, good company, and an opportunity
to review and examine students’ class room work and
report cards. Congratulations to all students who
received their reports and to all who came and helped
make the day possible and made it a great success. A
special thanks to Monika for the new activity of face
painting which was a very popular draw card.
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VISUAL ARTS & visual design
It has been an energetic and creative semester in Visual Arts and Visual
Design at MVC. Most students have grown in confidence and technical
ability as they have practiced their drawing, painting and design skills.
The highlight was the impressive artworks produced by
Year 12 Visual Design who researched an artist of their
choice, appropriated one of their images & then
incorporated a symbolic word.
Furthermore, Year 12 have studied the architectural work
of Frank Gehry and Glenn Murcutt who were the focus of
their Half Yearly Exam. Both architects are inspirational in
their use of organic shapes and modern materials to
create contemporary buildings.

Year 11 have engaged fully in the study of Pablo
Picasso’s masterpiece “Gernica”. Students have
created individual appropriations based on this
famous painting that illustrates the horrors of war.
Year 9 have been an enthusiastic group who have
developed strong skills in colour mixing and abstract
design. They have produced a strong body of
experimental artworks, skate-deck designs and
extension print making. Thanks everyone for a
productive semester in the art room.
Pat Farley
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