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Year 9
The year 9 students have worked on various experiments to better understand the
properties of elements and the states of matter.
A thank you to John (Tully) Smith for the photos. A big thank you to all the Aides
that have helped make the science classes run smoothly this term.
The Year 9s and 10s finished off the term with a trip down to the Mermaid pools at
South West Rocks. We were very lucky to have a break in the weather and enjoyed swimming, snorkelling
and exploring.

Science
This term students have been learning about chemistry. This includes
the history of chemistry and chemical reactions.
Chemical reactions are a little bit like magic. You add two clear liquids
together and a metal magically appears! A clear white liquid can
suddenly turn red (Water into Wine experiment) or even rainbow
coloured (Rainbow Fizz).
Year 10 have learnt how mining companies can extract silver and other
metals by dissolving rocks in acid then using another chemical to precipitate
the silver from the solution. They also learnt what metals are best to use for
colourful fireworks.
Suzanne Gibb

YEAR 9 MATHS
This term it has been a pleasure for Karen and I to share the teaching of year 9 Mathematics. Year 9 have
shown great initiative, ability and hard work this term learning about financial maths and what it means
to use their mathematical skills in the workforce. We investigated various careers which the students were
interested in, such as Brendan’s interest in becoming a chef and identified awards, wages and working
conditions for the profession.
We also began looking at statistics and learning how reading and
understanding data can be an important tool to be able to use in
the ‘real world’. Austin enjoyed applying his understanding of
statistics by relating to surfing competitions and professional
surfers.
Year 9 should be very proud of their efforts this semester as
Karen and I are both very pleased with their efforts. We are l
ooking forward to welcoming Monika to the team as one of the
year 9 maths teachers next term when I go on maternity leave.
Best of luck and enjoy the rest of the year grade 9. Brooke Davies
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Year 9 site study
Year 9 site study was a good day at South West
Rocks and quite flexible due to the small numbers of
students actually in the year. We began the day with
a good snorkel in Back Creek where the students
gained an appreciation for the marine life contained
within. Aquatic sightings included a black cod, two
large sting rays, some flat head, a load of mullet, and
little tropical fish hugging the wall. This swim also
marked the first time for one of our students to go
swimming in the sea which was a big moment.
Despite not being able to swim he conducted
himself with considerable sangfroid and handled all
challenges
thrown at him.
After the snorkel
we made our way
to the Gaol at
Arakoon where
year nine got to
explore the ruins of a once vibrant structure which
was purpose built to handle hardened offenders.
The year nine cohort did some serious historical
investigation in the gaol. They toured the ruins, the
cells , museum and asked many pertinent questions
about the lives of the convicts and the conditions
they had to endure whilst incarcerated.
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Maths masters!

Year 10 boys love to talk up strategy over a card
game when they get all their work finished before
the bell. Sending a special welcome from the Maths
department to Leeton who has been an
enthusiastic addition to our classes helping out many
students by explaining problems and book work.
Year 10 girl’s class is quietly powering on. With the
speed and accuracy they are showing they will be
the group to watch out for! Asking great questions
and willingness to have a go are excellent ways to
energise their learning.

The elective Year 11 Maths class has settled into
senior studies well with some excellent work and
determination being shown in class lessons.
Keep up the good work and I know you’ll blitz your
After this we adjourned for a wee snack and then
continued on to the mermaid pools which were too exams next term!
rough to visit on the day so we contented ourselves
with exploring the surrounding landscape including Year 12 is powering on. In the recent exams only half
Little Bay which is one of the most picturesque
a mark separated the first second and third top
beaches on our coast. The day was a success and
scores! We have started focusing on exam
gave me a good opportunity to form good
techniques and how to include all the steps of
relationships with our youngest college members,
working out on an answer to gain every mark possistudents who will one day become leaders in their
own rights. Well done year 9! Brad Maitland
ble for that HSC at the end of the year!
Kirsty Napper
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YEAR 10
The Year 10 group have experienced a big term. They began with
different class groups, then excursions, and finally exams. They
have worked at a regular pace and produced some good work.
For the end of term activities we all escaped to the Mermaid pools
for 2 days, swimming, snorkelling, and having fun! Our group
collapsed with the Year 9 students, gaining new friends on the trip.
Well done to all the students who attended the days. They were
excellent! Behaviour was outstanding!
Megan Nicholls
Year 10 Co-ordinator

Year 9 Screen Printing
Year 9 Screen
Printing classes have
been enjoying the
use of the Trade
Training Centre in
learning the
production of printing. They have been working on individual
designs that have to capture the essence of the Macleay
Vocational College. All students have enjoyed designing or
printing. They have adapted to college life and the expectations
of the class. The creativity has been awesome and unique. Congratulations Year 9 on an excellent first term.

Year 10 Art and Digital Media
Year 10 Art have been working through the Creepy Creatures
unit, looking at the artist Patricia Piccinini. They have created
their creatures by morphing images, of numerous animals to
create a type of hybrid. The classes have been doing a
fantastic job.

In Year 10 Digital Media students
have been looking at Stop
Motion animation. Their task to
continue with will be a musical
inspired short film. The work is
tricky but it will be worth it when
they see their results.
Megan Nicholls

MACLEAY VOCATIONAL COLLEGE

Term 1, 2105

Year 11 Art
Year 11 art have been working on Appropriation and looking at Picasso’s Guernica. The images that have
been developed over the unit are wonderful to look at. Individual ideas and social comments have made
the task very successful. Congratulations Year 11!

Year 11 Visual arts, craft & DESIGN
Year 11 VACD have been looking at Mambo Designers and their individual talents.
The class has been designing images that they will print onto T-Shirts next Term.

YEAR 12 Visual ARTs
For year 12 it will be a big year, having to learn essays, and make Collections of Works. They have many
tasks ahead and need to stay healthy and happy when trying to complete these. Some students have
started their major project with integrity. Next term will be a big one; Year 12 should try and attend
regularly to complete their final year. Lets finish with success. Megan Nicholls
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Year 10 History Excursion
This term I took my year 10 History group on an excursion to South
West Rocks to complete a site study of local history and
archaeological features. This excursion is a great opportunity to
spend the day in the sun and enjoy the natural features that
surround us in the valley. The day started with the year 10 group
disembarking at the headland and beginning the walk down main
beach. Along the beach the students examined the ship wrecks left
behind rusting in the sand and traced the dimensions of each ship. Students witnessed the effect of time and
adverse environments on the structures of the ships and gained an appreciation of the age of the wrecks.

From main beach we went up into the SWR gaol. Students explored firstly the museum, which was full of artefacts
used by both convicts and gaolers alike, before going onto the grounds. They witnessed the cells in which individual
inmates were kept, the communal kitchens, baths, and the guardhouses that surround the structure. The isolation
cells for the worst inmates proved to be the main attraction with many of
our students spending some time in solitary confinement. Students were
also able to see the prisoner manifest that listed the nature of the crimes
committed by the convicts which attracted many comments and reflections
on the nature of man.

To finish the day we then hiked
to the Mermaid pools and swam and snorkelled in the tidal fed rock
pools, enjoying our time and getting back to nature. Brad Maitland
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First aide CERTIFICATE

Is has been an interesting term with new students
working with Argentium silver. Argentium is the new
international standard for quality silver and is very
enjoyable to work. Also we now have a lot of new tools
which means the quality of
jewellery is much better.
Mariah has done very well
making a couple of rings, one
of which she set into a
beautiful amethyst cabochon.
It is a quality piece. Chloe has
also started making a ring into
which
she will
set a black onyx.

On Thursday the 12th March, Year 10, 11 and 12
students and staff took part in completing their First
Aid Certificate run by Suzi Urling from Pulsestart
Training Solutions and Annie from Medicare Local.
We had a demonstration with the resuscitation
dummies and the defibrillator. We also used different
bandaging techniques for bites, cuts and injuries.

Richard Hopkins

“I enjoyed the First Aid course because the instructors
made the experience fun . They made achieving my
First Aid Certificate easier, while teaching me things I
didn't know before.” Siobhan Krywenko Yr12

geography
Both Year 9 and 10 have started the new syllabus. Year 9
has seen looking at biomes – large ecosystems in both
Australia and the world. Noting how climate influences
plant and soil characteristics. Next term we will be
looking at the human impact on biomes.
Year 10 has been looking at human-induced
environmental changes that challenge sustainability.
One of the major problems facing us all is waste
plastic. There are 5 plastic islands in the world’s oceans.
One is as large as America. Plastic is causing many
problems for the marine environment. Next we will look
at how people view the world’s environments.
Richard Hopkins

“Thanks to Suzi for teaching us and giving us the
opportunity to learn and further our skills and
knowledge.” Von Martin - Teachers Aide
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EXAMS
The year 10 and 12 Half-Yearly Exams were held from the 19th March through to
the 25th of March. These were important exams for the students to test their
knowledge in their chosen subjects, as well as give the teachers an insight into
student strengths & weaknesses as the year moves forward.
Student attendance to the exams was impressive, & their effort & attitude in the
exam room was commendable. Well done to all students who made a genuine
effort in their exams.
Special thanks to all students who made the time to
catch-up on any exams that they were not able to attend
on the set days. Also, big thankyous : to all teachers for
setting interesting & challenging exams, to the teaching
Aides for their assistance in the exam rooms, &
to Warren Smith for picking-up students & dropping
them home after their exams. And students…. don’t
forget to see your teachers to find out how you went in
your exams & get their constructive feedback.

Flag raising - “closing the gap”
Closing the Gap is a strategy that aims to reduce Indigenous disadvantage in Australia. Endorsed by the
Australian Government in March 2008, Closing the Gap, builds on the foundation of respect provided by the
2008 National Apology to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
Improving opportunities for Indigenous Australians requires sustained effort from all levels of government,
communities and individuals. Educational achievement & employment outcomes are two ways that MVC is
trying to help Close the Gap on a local level.
On 19th March, the College took time to acknowledge and support the importance of Closing the Gap with
Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. To show our unity & respect a flag raising ceremony was
conducted.
Tiara McKenzie and Fred Brown raised both the Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Island flags in front of all the school students & staff.

Mark gave a short speech that out-lined the opportunities that are
available to Indigenous and Torres Strait Island People now, but he also reminded us of the racial segregation
that existed in Kempsey up until the late 1960s. Closing the Gap is a great strategy for schools to adopt so as
to enhance Indigenous students
educational achievement.
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YEAR 11
Year 11 students finished the term with two
excursion days. On Monday 30 March the school bus
took us to Port Macquarie to the Billabong Koala
Park and to the cinema to see the new Will Smith
movie, Focus. Everyone enjoyed feeding the native
animals by hand and getting so close to them.
On Tuesday 31 March we walked down to
South Kempsey Ten Pin Bowling for a game
or two in the morning, then watched a new
release DVD at school. Each term we try to
vary the excursions as much as we can.
Carol Latch

New teaching AIDE — BIG LEET
Leeton Smith, proud Dunghutti and Aniwan man, age 32 is our new addition to the Macleay Vocational
College Teacher’s Aide team this term. Leeton is originally from Armidale, New South Wales but grew
up in Kempsey most of his life. He attended West Kempsey Primary School and Kempsey High School.
Leeton is currently studying a Bachelor of Primary Education with
the Australian Catholic University. He has three years left of study
before becoming a fully qualified teacher.
When Leeton was at school his favourite subjects were maths and
Koori’s on the Job. At the moment at MVC he is enjoying Art.
Leeton is pleased to have just completed his first painting.
Leeton is a father of eight and believes this contributes to his
passion for teaching children. His goal is to help children find
direction in their lives. Outside of school hours in the Summer time,
Leeton enjoys coaching and playing cricket and taking his children
camping. During the Winter season he runs a tiny tots soccer
programme for children aged 2 to 5 years and also coaches the
Kempsey Hornets Women’s Soccer team.
“MVC has the best students and staff I have worked with and I can
see myself coming back to MVC to pursue my teaching career” says
Leeton.
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English
This term has seen many students completing some great work, culminating in the Years 10 and 12
half-yearly exams in Week 9. Most students made a very pleasing effort in these exams, and can be proud of
their essays, creative writing, short answers and multiple choice answers. Their results will be added to their
assignment marks to produce their half-yearly reports.
Year 9 completed an Area of Study called Worlds in View where
they analysed and wrote about a series of different texts including
magazine and newspaper articles, poems and a novel/film called
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. This last text was part of a study
on Nazi Germany and the Holocaust. This term we welcomed
many new students in Year 9 who have adapted well to MVC.
Year 10 studied the biography Soldier Boy about Australia’s
youngest Anzac who was only fourteen years old when he died at
Gallipoli. They also viewed the film Gallipoli.
In Year 11 this year we offer two distinct English subjects – Standard English for those who my wish to go
on to tertiary education, and English Studies for those who wish to go straight to work or do an
apprenticeship or traineeship after school.
Year 12 have completed their Area of Study, Discovery where they read
the novel Swallow the Air, written by a young Aboriginal woman about
her life and travels in Australia to find her Wiradjuri roots. Year 12
students also studied the film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, a martial
arts film, by director Ang Lee, which is Module A of the course. All texts
studied in Year 12 Standard English are set by the Board of Studies.
Congratulations to all those English students who are keen to learn and
complete their school education.
Carol Latch
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ADVICE
COMMON INTEREST
COMPUTER
CONNECT
FACEBOOK
FORUM
INTERNET
ONLINE
TYPE
WEBSITE
One word from the list appears
twice in the puzzle. Write that
word here:
__________________________
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College leaders for 2015

3.
2.

CONGRATULATIONS to all our student leaders

4.

especially Emily, Reece and Siobhan our Year 12

5.

Leaders. They bring lots of character to the position
and are well respected by the whole community.
6.

College Captain - Emily Hill
Vice-Captain - Reece Cochrane

7.

SRC - Siobhan Krywenko
8.
9.

Year 11 Leaders - Aleena Clarke & Anthony Payne
Year 10G Leader - Hannah Button
Year 10B Leader - Terry Cook
Year 9 Leader - Brendan Brown

1
0.

Across
2.
Suggestions that you give to people.
5.
When you are connected to the
internet you are this.
6.
A site that allows you to make a page
about yourself.
7. A computer network that holds lots of
information.
9. Something that you send to people on
your mobile phone.
10. What you do on a computer keyboard.
Down
1. Something that both you and other
people like. (2 words – 6/8 letters)
3. Your computer does this with the
internet, and you also do it as you talk
with other people.
4. A machine connected to a keyboard
and a mouse.
6.
A place where people meet to
exchange ideas.
8. A set of one or more pages on the
internet.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL TALK
On Wednesday 25 February, the Year 12 students

took part in a presentation/workshop on Aboriginal
Gambling and Addiction, run by Carol Jones.
The students worked through multiple choice
questions on what they consider the most common
types of addiction. Discussions directed by the
presenter were held throughout and students’
opinions expressed.
For example, it was shown that Poker Machine
addiction is the most abused gambling preference in
NSW where there are so many machines per head of
population.
The affects on addicts’ families was discussed as
well.
Carol Latch
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Sport/PDHPE
Term 1 of 2015 has been action packed full of sports.
Everyone must have been keen to work off the
Christmas diet and were participating in anything that was
on offer at the College. The popular sports of basketball
and kick tennis were again in high demand and skill levels
are continually reaching new heights in these games.
Table tennis has also made a comeback to the college with
students pulling out the table and trying to squeeze a game in when possible.
The schoolboys 9s Rugby League competition was also
held in Term 1 at Port Macquarie. Many of our College
boys made the trip over to compete and played really
well. After beating St Pauls in the first game, confidence
was high going into the second against Melville High.
Unfortunately losing that game meant we had to win our
last game against Wauchope High to make the semis. The
boy put in a gutsy effort but couldn’t bring home the win.
Standouts for the day were: George Dungay who led by
example and captained the side really well, Alfie Cohen
with lighting speed down the wing which resulted in him scoring a couple of tries
and Ellis Flanders who showed courage and didn’t hold back as he played well above
his age level.
Can’t wait for TERM 2! Joel McCafferty

Under 16’s Football
“I went to football with all the boys, Joel and Brad. We played four short games in Port Macquarie. We won 1
game and Alfie Cohen ran straight up the sideline and made a try”. Ellis Flanders Yr 9
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Marine studies field testing day
My Marine Studies students are all very keen to learn new skills in the water with an eye on the completion of their
first Open Water Diving Certificate. This qualification is in my eyes one of the best things on offer within the College as
this licence qualifies my Marine Studies students to dive anywhere in the world for the rest of their life down to a
depth of 15 meters. To achieve this qualification students have to work hard both on the theory and the diving skills.

On the field testing day I took my Marine Studies class out to Crescent Head where they had to complete a number of
exercises and water competency tests in order to prepare them for their coming engagement with an Open Water
Diving qualification. Students swam 200 metres unassisted, trod water for 10 minutes, learned new skills such as
mask removal and replacement underwater, equipment retrieval, tired diver assist, surface rescue, cramp removal,
buoyancy skills and a load of diving theory.

Aside from the water skills we spent a lot of time talking about safety procedures,
buddy checks, pre dive gear and equipment checks, proper weighting in the water,
anticipating equipment malfunctions, seasickness, BWRAF checks, hypothermia, panic,
dive injuries and the importance of remaining calm at all times.

Soon the first of many dive groups are going through this year at Fish Rock Dive Centre,
a diving outfit that has been both generous and understanding to the struggles of our
young people. Our Marine studies students are going to accomplish much this year.

As an aside to Marine Studies, both Joseph and Anthony have been putting in time to studying and completing an
Advanced Scuba diving course on the weekends. This next level of Scuba licence requires the boys to dive deeper,
down to 35 meters where they will experience nitrogen narcosis for the first time. They also participate in underwater
navigation exercises, shark and marine fish identification, drift dives, a night dive, the usual requisite cave dives and
demonstrate a higher level of skill sets in and around fish rock.

These two have stood out from the pack of those that have learned to dive
with the school due to their fearless approach to such a technical sport and
their raw enthusiasm.

What they have achieved already is far beyond the pale of the experiences of
normal people and they have set the bar high both as role models to their
peers and high achievers. Well done boys. Bradley Maitland
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Day three they were thrown into the deep end. They
embarked upon the dive boat named “Terror” and we
set out all the way to Fish Rock. Upon reaching the
The Marine Studies group had been waiting for a
destination it was noticeably hair raising for a
great many weeks to get the opportunity to achieve beginners group, the swell was large, the ocean was
their first Open Water PADI scuba diving licence.
vast and nothing really prepares a group of learner
When it came time to begin the Open Water course
divers all fairly unfamiliar with the capriciousness of
down at Fish Rock Dive Centre, we had five students the ocean for the reality of big seas and big swell. As
participating. The two sisters Mariah and Aleena,
soon as we hit, Anthony and I went over with two
Jacob, Ethan, Kakare [following in the footsteps of his other divers and made for the entrance of the cave
older brother Joseph] and we also had Anthony
where the sharks like to hang out in the gutters. We
completing his Advanced Dive License concurrently
were not disappointed as there were many down
as the first group did their open water dive.
there, many species of fish. The biodiversity of Fish
Rock cannot be understated, it is an area overflowing
Jason was instrumental to the success of this course, with sharks, fish, rays, lobsters, turtles, octopus etc.
both in the transport he provided to and from Fish
Rock Dive shop in the mornings and afternoons as
Upon coming back up, three of the group had already
well as the moral support and educational guidance began to succumb to seasickness which was
and encouragement he gave to the students
unsurprising considering the swell. They handled it
completing the course. A big thank you there to
though and went under. It was fantastic to see
Jason from all of us in Marine Studies, especially
Mariah and Aleena go down for a 40 minute dive,
myself.
come back, break the surface and scream out “That
was bloody fantastic, bugger school, let’s just dive
The first day saw the students making their
for a living!” [That was the edited version] In my
introductions to the staff in the dive shop. The
mind, that is what it was all about. Kakare was
owners Heather and Jon, and the instructors Jake and
smiling away and obviously enjoyed it, as did Jacob
Matt, and the many other divers and supporters who
and Ethan.
came into learn and chat. The first day was long for
the kids, learning about many of the dive rules and
Ethan was a special case too. He was the only man on
issues along with various things such as physiological
board not to take a sea sickness pill. When most of
effects of pressure, first aid components, equipment
the boat was feeling ill, Ethan was sitting calm as a
usage and assembly, interaction with wildlife, boat
cucumber, smiling away. He told me that his totem
protocols, the buddy system, underwater
was a water snake and he was protected from any ill
communication and other important facets of
effects from the sea and its creatures. Seeing Ethan’s
learner diving.
conduct, I wholeheartedly believe him because he
was awesome in the water. All six of the kids were
As a technical sport and serious hobby, there are a lot
outstanding, each and every one.
of things that need to be learned and practiced in the
name of safety. This group was the best we have
ever had go through, they were focused, calm and
listened to the instructors well.

Open water Dive Course

The second day saw the group in the local pool with
their gear on and tanks on learning how to master
the art of using a BCD to achieve proper buoyancy,
acceptable weighting, ocean skills, familiarity with the
gear, emergency drills, descents and ascents,
emergency breathing techniques, the buddy system
etc. They spent hours in the pool learning and
perfecting a great many techniques for use in the
open ocean.

Continue on to next page >
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The last day saw the kids go and do three dives in the
day, not at fish rock due to the swell but in the bay
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Year 12

instead. During the day they dived at Bait Reef, Lady

What a great start to the HSC year! Field trips,

Reef and the Buoy, all in the bay, and all three dives

assessment tasks being completed, exam rooms full

offering different experiences and different

and time being taken to complete extended tasks. A

opportunities to interact with wildlife and practice

number of our HSC students are also completing

new skills.

pathways that will see them complete their studies
over more than one year to gain further qualifications

All 6 students passed their licenses. Ethan, Jacob,

and nationally recognised certificates.

Kakare, Mariah and Aleena have now achieved their
Open Water Dive Licence. Anthony has now finished
his Advanced licence. The kids are keen to continue
learning, continue diving and continue enriching their
skill sets and professional knowledge. And that is
where is stands, Professional Knowledge. Scuba
diving offers an entry into innumerable Marine and
Maritime occupations, from Scuba diving instructor
to dive rescue, coast guard, tech diver, deep sea
welder. The list is literally massive. Also, due to
having completed their first licence, the students can

Major practical works are being completed and past

now dive anywhere in the world, for the rest of their

papers for exam preparation are already being

life. They have also earned credits toward TAFE and

studied in some subjects. This is a year group to

university degrees should they choose to follow that

watch in the future and I am very proud to be

path in life.

working alongside them as they achieve each new
goal.

Kirsty Napper Year 12 Co-ordinator

DUNGHUTTI
Miyanggan dhanang?
We have been enjoying Language lessons every
It would be great if the wider community got behind
some of our kids and gave them encouragement to

Tuesday morning with Aunty Esther and this term

keep reaching as high as they can through technical

she has been assisted by Alfie Drew. Various visitors

dive qualifications. Now that they are qualified, we

have also dropped in for lessons and the growing

will be diving in Marine Studies twice a term

interest in learning the language which is pleasing

hopefully so that our students may learn new skills

Aunty Esther. Students are welcome to attend for 1

and earn higher qualification which they will use in
the workforce and the rest of their life.

or 2 periods each Tuesday, whatever fits in with
their timetable.

Well done VC Dive Club.
Cheers, Brad.

Balu!
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WOODWORK
Every Monday morning Bruce Crawford still holds Woodwork classes for any keen students from year 9 and
10 that wish to give it go. Some great little projects are being created by our boys and girls. Coffee tables,
book shelves and boomerangs are just some of the completed items. Bruce can take up to 3 students at a
time. Year 10’s can elect to go periods 1 and 2, and year 9’s can elect to go periods 3 and 4.
Keep up the good work!

END OF TERM 1 BBQ
We were so happy to see many familiar faces, as well as many new
faces of parents/carers who had not previously attended a school BBQ
day.
It was great opportunity for the students to show their Artwork,
classwork and learning areas to their parents/carers. As usual we
were all fed very well by Robin and her helpers. A big thank you to
them.
Well done to those students who taught their parents/carers how to
use Photoshop on the Digital Media Computers.
The BBQ is a great time to come and see the College, have a chat with
staff and students and share a laugh and a meal .
Hoping to see you all
there for Term 2 BBQ.

